REMARKS 



tt*, ■■: - -ift-sa^n achieves higher total yields (page 9, 



Whereas the inventive i 
lines 1-3) in comparison to the table on page 12, it has been discovered that the purity values 
recited in claim 4 were those for the prior art smce they are derived rrcim the mentioned 

New claims 13 and 14 correspond to the isolated and isolated and purified forms of the 
compound recited in claim 2 of parent USP 6,121,465. See page 3, both full paragraphs. 

As is clear of record, 6p, 7P; 15P, 16P^imethylene-3-oxo-17o-pregn^-ene-21,17- 
carbolactone is known and has been prepared in the past . See, e.g., the references of record, e.g, 
example 2 of USP 4,904,462, example H of USP 4,435,327, etc. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees associated with this response 
or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 13-3402. 
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VERSION WITH MARKIN GS TO SHOW OIANGES MAT1F. 
Please amend the claims as foUoAwi -^^ 

5. (Twice Amended) A composition comprising 6B.7B; i5p,16p-dimethylene-3- 
oxo-17a-pregn-4^ne-21,17^arix)lactone [of claim 4], a phannaceuticaUy acceptable carrier, and 
less [then] than. 0.2% by weight of said compound of tJie coritaimriants 




and 




9. (twice Amended) A composition comprising 6B.7B; 15B, 161Wimethylene-3-oxo- 
1 7a -piegn-4-ene-21,17-<»rrjolactone [of claim 4], a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier, and less 
[then] than 02% by weight of said compound of the contaminants 



8 




wherein X is an anion of an acid which is effective to open said 6{J, 7p-methylehe group. 



10. (Amended) A composition comprising 
(a) 6p,7P; 15p/l6p-dim^^ 
claim 4] made by a process comprising dehydrating a compound of Formula HI, 




wherein X is an anion of an acid which is effective to open said 60, 70-methylene group. 

12. (Amended) A compound of claim [6] 10, wherein in said process, said 
dehydrating is performed after said compound of Formula m is isolated from the medium in 
which it is prepared. 
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